state that our evaluation of our data on female mate choice and nest desertion in penduline tits (Hoi et al. 1994 ) is based on serious misinterpretations which make our conclusions questionable.
They first criticize our statement that initial ring size determines final nest size in this species. In our study area nest size (measured externally using nest height from the nest attachment at the point of suspension to the nest bottom) varies between 12.5 and 25 cm (calculated on the basis of 306 nests). We found a significant correlation between the size of the initial ring base and the final nest size (determined in the first 2 days of incubation). In effect, the bigger the initial ring base, the bigger the final nest (Spearman rank correlation: r S =0.98, N=21, P<0.001). This suggests that ring size determines nest size.
Persson & Öhrström go on to question the explanation of the different nest categories we distinguished. They proceed on the assumption that we are unaware that nest building continues after egg laying. This is not true and we even referred to this fact indirectly (page 745). Nevertheless, we did assume that nest size does not increase during incubation, although in many of our cases the incubating parent returned from a foraging trip with a piece of nest material which was incorporated into the nest. In 1-h observation periods during incubation (between days 4 and 10) at 22 nests (one observation period for each nest) material was incorporated into the inner part of the nest on 47.5% of occasions when the female returned, and was attached outside on 5% of occasions, while on 47.5% of occasions the female arrived without nest material. Percentages refer to the number of times females arrived at the nest with/without nest material, that is on average 4.5 ( 0.49 , N=22) arrivals in each hour. When material was stolen from the nest, the incubating parent repaired the nest (Schleicher et al. 1993) . We should have included data on potential variation in nest size during a breeding cycle in our previous paper and we are grateful to Persson & Öhrström for pointing this out. Therefore, we offer the following additional data to support our assumptions.
First, we measured eight nests, which were chosen by females (1) during nest building prior to female choice, (2) during egg laying, (3) in the middle of incubation (day 7-8), (4) in the middle of the nestling phase (at chick ages of 8-10 days) and (5) after chicks had fledged. The results (Fig.  1) 
